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Abstract 
The aim of this study is to investigate the motivation need in learning English language for postgraduate international students’ at 
University of Sunderland. This study consist of 70 students from University of Sunderland in the United Kingdom. “Integrative 
and extrinsic motivation” questions are adapted by Yang Shuang and the design of the questionnaire is adapted by Lau Chi Ping. 
The test was adapted one based on the integrative/instrumental section of the test by Robert Gardner’s Social Psychological 
Language Learning in 1985. The fist phase of the questionnaire involves 15 likert type statements and the second phase involves 
9 democraphic questions. The result of the study shows that the students at Sunderland University are instrumentally motivated 
because of their future career plans, getting a good job, entering a well-paid job, travelling the world, taking place in a university, 
getting high marks in IELTS or TOFEL examinations.  
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1. Introduction 
Learning a second language is not easy work for many second language learners. Some learners master second 
language perfectly but some of them not. The main reason is that sociolinguistics believed it is learners’ motivation. 
Motivation is one of the factors influencing learner’s performance in their second language learning (Dornyei, 2001; 
Gardner, 1985; Iqbal, Inelmen, 2011; Kankaanranta, Neittaanmaki, 2011; Hussein, 2010). Moreover, Ellis 
mentioned that “motivation involves the attitudes and affective states that influence the degree of effort that learners 
make to learn an L2” (1997:75). 
Dornyei, (2001:5) believes that language teachers use ‘motivation’ in order to describe successful or unsuccessful 
students. Moreover, he stated that enthusiasm, commitment, and persistence are the key factors in order to become 
successful or to fail in learning a second language. Then he added that even the brightest learners do not use 
language effectively without sufficient motivation. Furthermore, learning a second language is more efficient and 
effective if the learner has a good relationship with the teacher.  
According to Dornyei language and culture are connected to each other. Moreover, he mentioned that most 
researches between 1960s-1990s is focused on how the students’ perceptions of the L2, the L2 speakers and L2 
culture affect their desire to learn a second language (2001: 14-15). Psychologist believe only set of rules and 
principles that are universally true. In addition, psychologist believe that having absolute rules would be great. 
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Therefore, motivation researchers in the past have been rather reluctant to come out with sets of practical 
recommendations for teachers. Wlodkowski believes a teacher is guiding students and helping them. Besides 
tea
effective transaction will occur between students and teachers. Furthermore, Wlodkowski also belives listening has a 
very important place i
feelings. 
learning,relationship with the students and relationshi
second language learning.  
without approving of everything he/she does, has been very influential in the development of student-centred 
teaching. Furthermore, he also believes that humanistic psychology involves a non-judgemental positive attitude.  
Gardner (1985:10 vidual works or 
. In addition 
Integrativeness is described as a positive temperament toward the target language group and the desire to interact 
 
Dornyei (2001:48) mentioned that Gardner nad Lambert (1972) saw secon languages as mediating factors 
between different ethnolinguistics communities in the multicultural settings and considered the motivation to learn 
the language of the other community to be a primary force responsible for enhancing or hindering intercultural 
communication and affiliation. 
ards a 
second 
Motivation and orientation go 
together in learning because without a goal a person does not have a future career and their expectations could be 
limited. 
these orientations are integrative and instrumental orientations. He also says that integrative orientation means a 
positive disposition towards the L2 group and the desire to interact with and even become similar to valued 
71) pioneering study as the 
language is a very important issue because if students feel that they are under pressure they might not want to 
participate 
pertains to the potential pragmatics gains of  L2 proficiency, for example, a better job or a higher salary. Besides 
that, motivational intensity, desire to learn the language and attitudes towards learning the language belong together 
because he believes that truly motivated individuals display all three. Another important issue is that the socio-
educational model of Gardner and MacIntyre (1993) pointed out the role of several indiviual difference 
characteristics of the students in learning of a L2 (Dornyei, 2001:51). 
Deci and Ryan (1985) theory focused on intrinsic/extrinsic motivation and self determination in main stream 
psychology so several attempts have been made in L2 research to incorporate some of the elements of the thoery in 
L2-specific models (Dornyei, 2001:58). Douglas Brown (1981,1990, and 1994) was looking for the importance of 
the intrinsic motivation in the L2 classroom and he offered several strategies on how to achieve such an optimal 
state. Moreover, Brown, (1994: 39-41) said that elementary, and secondary schools are fraught with extrinsically 
 for knowledge and 
experience. In addition, Brown, (1994: 39-
students too exclusively on the material or monetary rewards of an education rather than instilling an appreciation fo 
creativ  
Another aspect of self-determination theory which Dornyei has been applied to the L2 field  focused on fostering 
learner autonomy in L2 classroom in order to increase stud
reviews and discussions provide evidence that L2 motivation and learner autonomy go hand in hand and Ushioda 
 Besides, autonomous language 
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learners are described as motivated learners (2001:59). 
substantial evidence from cognitive motivational studies that learning success and enhanced motivation is 
conditional on learners taking responsibility for their own learning, being able to control their own learning and 
perceiving that their learning successes and failures are to be able to attributed to their own efforts and strategies 
rather than :173-4).  
Dornyei (2003: 138) and Gharaghani, Rasekh, Dabaghi, Tohidian (2011) stated that the effects of learning 
language might be because of sex, grade, willingness to communicate (WTC), and anxiety; perceive communication 
competence and frequency of communication. Beside. Dornyei also mentioned the attitude/motivation towards the 
target language. Later, he mentioned that these variables have been widely studied among adult learners, most often 
at the university level.  
Gender differences in language anxiety were obsered and contrary to their expectations, compared to girls, boys 
reported more anxiety Language Learning 52(3), 2002: 537-564). Dornyei mentioned that adolescent girls tend to 
converse more than boys in L1 (Smith, 1997) and certain manifestations of anxiety follow different developmental 
pathways in adolescent boys and girls (Abe &Masui, 1981). Gardner (1985) reports several studies that demonstrate 
more positive attitudes toward language learnving among girls and argues that attitutional differences might be 
-
reported practices suggest a pattern that would favour girls over boys. Furthermore, Worrall and Tsarna found that 
regardless of 
more advice than boys, and providing girls with more career encouragement than boys.   
 
2. Related Research 
Attitudes, Motivation, and Second Language Learning: A Meta Analysis of Studies Conducted by Gardner and 
Associates in 2003. This meta analysis investigates the relationship of second language achievement to five 
attitude/motivation variables from Gardner's socioeducational model: integrativeness, attitudes toward the learning 
situation, motivation, integrative orientation, and instrumental orientation 
Motivation and Learning in Informal Education. This study investigates student learning in science center 
exhibitions as a form of informal education and examines intrinsic, instrumental, and situational student motivation. 
  Aptitude, attitude and motivation in second-language acquisition by Feenstra, Henry John in 2006.  This 
investigation was designed to extend and clarify the interrelationships among various aspects of the aptitude and 
motivational determinants of second-language learning. 
3. Aim of the research 
The aim of this research is to identify if the gender difference plays an important role while learning English 
language and to what extent international postgraduate students at Sunderland University in the United Kingdom 
intrinsically motivated.  
4.  Method 
English, their opinions and feelings about living in English speaking society, in other words, a natural language 
society. The research methods are both quantitative and qualitative. 
 
4.1 Evaluation Material 
    
   The evaluation material has two parts.  The first part is shown as questionnaire. 
adapted by Yang Shuang and the design of the questionnaire is adapted by Lau Chi Ping in order to develop the  
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researcher questionnaire. The  test was adapted one based on the integrative/instrumental section of the test in the 
The 
main goal of the questionnaire is to learn whether international students are integratively/extrinsicly motivated  
while they are living in the United Kingdom and if there is any gender effect of their motivation. In the 
questionnaire,respondents were asked to rate the importance of each strategy on a five-point o 5 
point for (strongly disagree) and 1 point for (strongly agree). The second part is shown as 9 demographic interview 




 The participants of this research were postgraduate international students in the United Kingdom who were doing 
their master degree at that time. There were 30 male students and 30 female students in the questionnaire part but in 
interview part by including the pilot study there are 10 students in this research. This means that 50% male and 50% 




   After taking necessary permission from the University of Sunderland the gathering data material applied to the 
students. Before that, essential explanations are given to the students about this material. In order to feel relax a  
quite atmosphere were occured in the Murray Library in Sunderland University. Moreover, not to reflect their 
anxiety, alternatives were given to the students to full fill the questionnaire at their home.  
 
4.4 Anayzing The Data 
 
All the data collected with this research are analyzed by using SPSS 16 packet programme and Mean test is 
applied. The collected data presented in tables, charts and paragraphs. 
5. Tables 
5.1 Sex of the respondents 
 
    There are 30 male and 30 female students in this table which means that 50% male and 50% female respondents 
responded the questionnaire. The number of sex attendance was alright as the researcher expected. Moreover, 
according to the table the numbers of respondents are valid for this survey.  
 
5.2 Country of the respondents 
 
    The table consists of various countries inside such as 18 Indian students which means 30% and 11 Chinese 
students which is 18.33%. The majority of the respondents are from India, China, Malaysia, Thailand, Holland, 
Cyprus, Greece, Ghana, and South Korea.  
 
5.3 Programme name of the respondents 
 
    
postgraduate international students in this survey. The majority programmes are MBA (Master of Business 
Administration) and second highest grogramme is MAIM (Master of International management). The third 
programme is MBS (Master of Business Studies). 
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5.3 The motivation type of the respondents according to the questionnaire 
 
The aim in this part to find out the type of the motivation of the postgraduate international students in the UK. The 
students might be intrinsic/extrinsic motivated. According to the questionnaire results, it says that female students 
are less motivated than boys because the results shows that 23 female students circled  instrumental questions which 
are (1,4,6,10,11,12,13 and 15), and 4 female circled integrative questions which are (2,3,5,7,8,9, and 14) and 5 of 
them think neutral. However, 18 male students circled instrumental questions, and 9 male students circled 
integrative and 5 of them think neutral about the questions.  
 
5.4 Different results according to the gender difference 
 
    The students were asked questions about their feelings for the statement in certain situations. Students were 
questionnaire questions are given for better understanding to help the reader see motivation questions.  
6. Results 
    The female postgraduate international students are not intrinsically motivated than male students because 38.33% 
shows that female students are more instrumental motivated. The male postgraduate international students are more 
intrinsically motivated because according to the  15% male students think that English is 
important because it will allow them to meet and communicate with more and varied people. Also male students 
believe that English will enable them to better understand and appreciate English art and literature. According to the 
results of the questionnaire male students believe that English language will enable them to participate more freely 
in the activities of other cultural group. Furthermore, they agreed that English will help them to make friends in the 
UK and many other countries and also they will use English to communicate with other native speakers every day in 
the UK. Besides, they think English will make them to learn more about even appreciate other 
art, and customs. Furthermore, those students believe that English enable them to enjoy and appreciate English 
movies, novels, radio and TV program directly. On the other hand, 38.33% female students do not agree with these 
statements and they believe that they just learn English for their future career, getting a good job, travelling the 
world easier and also female students believe that without English they will not be able to finish their studies in the 
UK without it. Furthermore, those female students learn English because they think by learning English language 
this will help them to get a well-paid job in the future, useful career, to pass IELTS and TOFEL examinations. 
Besides, they believe that by knowing and learning English they will be pleased and admired by their friends who 
cannot talk to overseas friends. &.67% of female students interactively motivated according to the questionnaire and 
30% male students are instrumentally motivated. Nevertheless, according to the data analysis it stated that those 
students are not learning English in order to participate in the activities of English speaking cultural groups. While 
Dornyei (2003;26) supports that when learners want to participate with cultural group, they will be more motivated. 
On the other hand, other important thing in this research is that culture difference as Cook (2001) mentioned.  
 
7. Conclusion and Future Studies 
    The use of this research is that it will be very beneficial for  
because by doing this research the researcher  found out that female students are no intrinsically motivated which 
means that they do not learn the foreign language (English) as a acknowledge of culture, literature and customs. 
Female postgraduate international students believe that they only be succeed when the English language will be 
effective finding a job or getting a high salary from the government. By the help of this research, I will be more 
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effective and helpful for my students in my future job. Besides, in my opinion, by the help of this research I will 
circumstances and outside the class in order to be successful. Furthermore, another use of this research is that it 
shows how much motivation is important for postgraduate international students and in order to be more motivated 
what do they need and expect from university and tutors to learn English as a foreign language. Nevertheless, this 
class and by the help of this research it is easier to see what female postgraduate students want and male 
postgraduate students want from their tutors at universities instead of making gender difference while teaching in the 
Dornyei (2003) 
mentioned that the effect of learning a foreign language effected from sex, willingness to communicate and anxiety. 
Consequently, by the help of this research, I will be able to help my preparatory and ELT students to motivate them 
in order to be more successful and willingness to learn English language as a foreign language in Northern Cyprus. 
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